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And They’re Off...
 Welcome to the debut of BCCA’s inaugural magazine First Out of the Gate! 
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Belmont Child Care Association, Inc. 
(BCCA). Our one-of-a kind charity in the Thoroughbred racing industry has been 
sustained for many years thanks to the incredible generosity of the many horsemen 
and women in our industry. Anna House was built to create a safe and nurturing 
environment for the children of backstretch workers at Belmont Park, Aqueduct Race 
Track, and Saratoga Race Course. Bright Horizons was then engaged to operate an 
early childhood education and development program to teach our children English 
and provide them with the fundamental learning blocks that most of us take for 
granted. 
 Following graduation from Anna House, our children enter Kindergarten in the 
local public schools at the same level as their peers. Our graduates now join us in our 
school-age enrichment program before school, on the weekends, and during vacations. 
Thanks to our Olivia’s Herd after school program, they are provided with free tutoring 
during their elementary school and middle school years. Anna House is open 365 days/year from 5 a.m. to 
6 p.m. to accommodate the schedules of the backstretch workers and BCCA funds several programs for children 
in Saratoga during the summer meet. 
 Over the past five years, BCCA has worked to make its mark in the community and we are now the proud 
recipients of grant funding from our local and state governments, family foundations, as well as funding from 
individual and corporate donors. We receive much needed in-kind donations through our many community 
partners and we are most grateful to our local communities for their support of our incredible programs.
 BCCA inspires a love of learning in our children through this vital grant funding and we are proud to see our 
children achieve accolades in school. Many are on the honor roll, identified as the leaders in their classrooms, 
highlighted for their mutual respect of tolerance and diversity, and rewarded for their talents in music, art, 
and dance. We teach them the importance of giving back to the community and they volunteer their time on 
projects to assist those in need.
 BCCA’s motto: “Change the first five years of a child’s life and you change everything!” holds true as we note 
the accomplishments of our students during their school years. And, as our students have advanced, our new 
Women’s Literacy program has provided our mothers with a new-found sense of purpose which has enhanced 
their confidence level as they establish closer bonds with their children while reading to them in English at home 
each evening.
 On a personal note, I have spent twenty years in the Thoroughbred industry. First as an owner, and then 
highlighted by almost ten years at NYRA. I loved living the excitement of our sport! BCCA has given my life 
a profound sense of purpose as I witness the struggles of the backstretch community every day. Helping our 
children and their families puts a smile on my face as we work to educate the entire family.
 BCCA’s logo was originally the ABC building blocks. Thanks to the expansion of our programs, our logo now 
incorporates the family as we are changing lives at race track every day! u

       
         Joanne K. Adams
         Executive Director
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MISSION
The mission of the Belmont Child Care Association, Inc. is to provide a safe, supportive, and academically 

inspiring environment for the children of parents working in the thoroughbred racing backstretch area located 
at New York’s historic Belmont Park, Aqueduct Racetrack, and Saratoga Race Course. We are committed to 
promoting early childhood education, molding young minds, and encouraging the fulfillment of dreams.
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Tel: 516.488.2103   Fax: 516.488.1410
www.belmontchildcare.org

(L to R) Rachel G. Battle, Development Associate, Joanne K. Adams, Executive Director, Patricia C. O’Grady, Development Manager

 Meet the Team
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 It is my greatest belief that an educated child can “change the world” or just simply “change his/her world.”  

 Welcome to First Out of the Gate!  The Belmont Child Care Association’s inaugural magazine 
highlighting the 20th anniversary of BCCA’s founding! 
 My goal when I became president, four years ago, was to expand our mission by continuing to follow and 
influence our backstretch children’s lives after they graduated from the “day care” program and headed into 
their local schools. 
 I am thrilled to report that, today, thanks to our before and after school programs, tutoring through 
Olivia’s Herd and our Arts and Cultural grant from Nassau County, we have seen Anna House, grow from a 
place that solely housed an early childhood day care center when it was built, to what it is now -- a bustling 
center of activity, for children of all ages, all day, every day of the year! 
 In this first issue of the magazine, we are proud to feature profiles and interviews with many of the key 
people who have helped BCCA grow from an idea, to a reality!  Supporters like Gretchen Jackson, one of 
our first board members, who continues to act as BCCA’s greatest ambassador, to Barbara R Banke, who has 
taken philanthropy in racing to new heights! And of course - Charlotte Webber - who helped BCCA expand 
in ways that not only aid our children, but their mothers, as well!  Also, don’t miss the piece on this year’s 
Racing for the Children honorees, Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital and Dr. Katy Dern.
 I would be remiss to not extend a huge “thank you” to BCCA Executive Director, Joanne K. Adams and 
her development team of Patricia O’Grady and Rachel Battle, for all the hard work they put in on behalf of 
the children.  And, last, but not least, a big shout out to the industry writers who graciously donated their 
time and effort to this project, lending it a legitimacy that is way beyond our expectations!
 One of my favorite moments this year was when an Anna House mother approached me at our annual 
Christmas shopping event, hugged me and said: “Thank you for changing my life!” So, with that memory 
in mind, I thank YOU, from the bottom of my heart, for your generosity which allows us to continue to 
change the lives of the families of the backstretch every single day. u

A Message from our President, Libby Imperio
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 Bright Horizons Family Solutions provides early education and care to the children at Anna House whose 
ages range from 6 weeks through 12 years.  We care for children 7 days per week, 365 days per year including all 
holidays, from 5am – 1pm.  We understand that each child’s education and care is a priority and that choosing 
the right program is a big decision.  Bright Horizons early education program at Anna House includes world-
class curriculum and knowledgeable child development professionals who nurture the potential of every child; 
encouraging children’s curiosity, developing problem solvers and decision makers, and preparing children with the 
academic foundation to achieve success in school and in life.
 The Anna House program is led by Center Director Diana Crespo, with the support of the Assistant Director 
Jennifer Rivera and Office Manager Gloria Bisbal.  The work that we do every day could not be done without 
the dedicated support of the teaching team.  Our teachers actively engage children through intentional teaching 
practices that guide each child’s social, emotional, physical and cognitive development.  Teachers create joyful 
classroom environments that foster cooperation and a sense of community. We educate with respect for each child 
in in full partnership with families; preparing children for success as they attend school in Nassau County, Long 
Island.  
 Anna House is a great place for babies.  Designed by educators, our program provides experiences and guidance 
that support the rapid and important development that occurs in a child’s critical first year.  With the Bright 
Horizons curriculum, warm, nurturing caregivers at their sides and a home-like environment, infants learn, 
explore and get the individualized attention they need to support language and early literacy, social-emotional 
development, early math and science awareness and large and small muscle development. 
 Throughout our programs for the various age groups, our teachers engage children through intentional teaching 
practices that guide each child’s development.  We practice an emergent curriculum approach where teachers 
observe and plan activities and projects based on the specific group of children they are working with; taking into 
account their skills, needs and interests. This approach results in children who are excited about their world and 
actively engaged in their learning.  
 Children benefit from engaging in  planned, specialized small and large group activities with learning objectives 
connected to our curriculum elements; Art Smart, Language Works, Math Counts, Science Rocks,  Caring 
Matters, Well Aware and Toward a Better World.  They experience world class enrichment programs in music, 
dance, and art and are immersed in projects related to science, technology, engineering and math in our Anna 
House STEM Lab. 
 At Anna House we provide guidance and support for families about their child’s developmental milestones and 
help them extend learning at home.  When needed, we provide families with information about early intervention 
programs for young children; how to obtain resources and the benefits of these programs 
 The Bright Horizons curriculum approach is educating the whole child.  Using our Caring Matters, Toward a 
Better World and Well Aware  curriculum children are learning social-emotional skills, critical thinking about the 
world, identity development, emotional intelligence, how to make healthy food choices, practicing personal care 
and enjoying and seeking out physical activity. 

(L to R)  Jennifer Rivera, Assistant Director, Diana Crespo, Director. Gloria Bisbal, Office Manager

Bright Horizons Update
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I enjoy working with children because they are little people trying to understand this big world that we live in,
and I want to be the one to make a difference in every one of their little lives. 

~ Diana Crespo, Director

 Children often do not know how 
to express their feelings.  Our program 
encourages children to acknowledge their 
feelings as well as those of their classmates.  
Teachers will encourage children to 
approach a child that may seem upset after 
an interaction.  We ask children open-ended 
questions to help them understand their 
feelings and the feelings of others. These 
interventions take time and patience. Our 
teaching team at Anna House guides and 
supports children in their process of self-
discovery and learning about the world 
around them while inspiring them as they 
take their first steps  on the path of their 
life-long learning journey. u
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1 BRUCE SOYEZ-BERNARD - Featured photographer 
(cover, Dubb piece).  He was born in France, raised in 
Le Havre, and moved to Paris at 20 years old to study 
photography and photojournalism. After school, he went 
taking pictures of the daily life in Africa for two years. 
Back in Paris he started his career as a beauty and fashion 
photographer. Bruce has a great interest in the human element 
and favors portrait and fine art photography nowadays. He is 
based in New York.

6 BRENDA SANTANA has been teaching for over 20 
years. She began as a bi-lingual teacher with the New York 
City Department of Education. After her first pregnancy, she 
stayed home to raise her three sons after which she returned 
to teaching and currently teaches ESL and Spanish for Nassau 
Community College. She writes a blog about life and DIY at 
www.mycasaviva.com.

3 DAviD GRENiNG has covered horse racing since 1991, 
the last 20 years as the New York correspondent for Daily 
Racing Form. In 2011, he was the recipient of the Walter 
Haight award, given annually for career excellence in Turf 
writing by the National Turf Writers and Broadcasters 
Association. In 2012, the Maryland Jockey Club presented 
Grening with the Old Hilltop Award, honoring those who 
have covered Thoroughbred racing with excellence and 

2 TERESA GENARO is a high school English teacher and 
freelance turf writer. She is a past member of the board of 
the Belmont Child Care Association. A native of Saratoga 
Springs, NY, she lives in Brooklyn, where she teaches, writes, 
and rescues cats. In her free time, she cheers for the Rangers at 
the Garden, plays a mean Scrabble game, and spends as much 
as she can on Brooklyn beaches. 

5 DAvE liTfiN has been among the most well-known 
public handicappers for the past 30 years, working for the 
New York Daily News, Daily Racing Form, the New York Racing 
Association, and The Blood Horse. He is the author of Dave 
Litfin’s Expert Handicapping and Real-Life Handicapping, and 
co-authored several other books including Champions and 
Bet With the Best. He is currently on the chart-calling team 
at Equibase. A native of Manhattan’s Upper West Side, Litfin 
and his wife Robin spent every summer at Saratoga from 1985 
through 2016, and lived there year-round for 15 years before 
relocating to South Florida in 2017.

4 MiKE KANE is an award-winning journalist who has 
been writing about racing and other sports since the 1970s. 
He worked for 30 years as a newspaper writer, editor and 
columnist in upstate New York then put in five years as the 
communications officer at the National Museum of Racing and 
Hall of Fame. These days he is a freelancer, who  spends most of 
his time as a researcher for NBC’s racing telecasts.

7 MAYlAN STUDART is a multimedia journalist with 
two-year’s experience in news reporting. Before her journalism 
career, Studart was a professional jockey, winning over 100 
races in her nine-year career. Studart graduated summa cum 
laude with a bachelor of fine arts in global and electronic 
journalism from the New York Institute of Technology and 
was  commencement speaker for the class of 2018.  She is 
currently a freelance MMJ specialized in business news and a 
frequent horseracing analyst on CBS and WLNY.
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Paul Saylor for his kindness and generosity

 

 

Olivia’s Herd After School Program 

In Memory of 

Olivia M. Saylor 

 

BCCA 

Thanks 

Paul Saylor for his kindness and generosity. 

Olivia’s Herd After School Program

In Memory of

Olivia M. Saylor

 BCCA’s  elementary and middle school after school tutoring program is named in 
memory of Olivia Marie Saylor who died on January 1, 2011 in Charleston, SC. 
Olivia was involved in the Thoroughbred racing industry along with her father, 
Paul Saylor, and her siblings. 

“Participation in BCCA’s after school program is great way to continue to express 
Olivia’s love for New York racing and the people who make it happen,” noted 
Paul Saylor.



by

Teresa Genaro

    There are few among us who would not be alarmed to learn that 
young children slept in cars as the parents worked, because the parents 
could neither find nor afford child care that accommodated their 
schedules and their salaries.
    Not all of us, despite that alarm, would be motivated, or have the 
resources, to do something about it. Fortunately for the children of 
employees on the backstretches of the New York Racing Association, 
Michael Dubb did. 
    He didn’t do it alone. The late Richard Bomze joined his efforts, 
and so did retired jockey Jerry Bailey. But as the Belmont Child Care 
Association celebrates its 20th anniversary, there is no one who has 
been more consistently, more passionately, more vocally a reason for its 
existence than Michael.  
    Through his development company the Beechwood Group, he 
donated the labor and construction materials for Anna House, the 
building that began as a childcare and early childhood education 
center on the backstretch of Belmont Park in 2002. When enrollment 
outgrew the original building, Michael built the extensions, allowing 
the Belmont Child Care Association to expand its services, offering 

parent workshops and after-school programs. 
 Finding affordable, convenient, reliable child care isn’t easy even for the most affluent among us. But for people 
who work low wage jobs that begin at 5 a.m., every single day, it’s nearly impossible.
 “For the parents who work on the backstretch, 
this is the beginning of the American Dream,” 
said Dubb. “They came here seeking a better life, 
they work hard, and they’re doing it for their 
children.
 “Then can do their very, very hard job with 
peace of mind knowing that their child is in a 
great, great place.” 
 Serving as the chairman of the BCCA board, 
Dubb is not a figurehead. He visits Anna House 
regularly and presides over the graduation 
ceremony each June, his favorite day of the year. 
He poses for a photo with each graduating five-
year-old, handing over a diploma, his grin as wide 
as the children’s. 
 “The look of pride on the parents’ faces is 
almost as enjoyable and incredible as the look of 
happiness on the kids’ faces,” he said.
 Those graduates head off to kindergarten fully 
bilingual. The families get help navigating the 

Where We Came From and Where We’re Going
An Interview with our Chairman, Michael Dubb

Photo Credits: Bruce Soyez-Bernard
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school system, and parents can draw on BCCA resources 
even after the children leave Anna House. Because many 
employees who work on the backstretch in the morning 
have other jobs in the afternoon, school-age children can 
take advantage of tutoring, chess lessons, and STEAM 
programs among others after school. 
 While Dubb’s background differs in virtually every way 
from that of backstretch employees, he can relate to them in 
one way: working as a landscaper as a teenager and building 
his business, he’s done manual labor.
 “I know the toll that such physical work takes, and 
how hard it is,” he said. “This is a game of such wealth and 
disparity between the haves and have-nots. Especially in 
this game, where there is all this wealth, this game that is 
essentially a luxury, we need to take care of the kids.” 
 In any discussion of immigrant labor these days, it’s 
impossible to avoid politics, and Dubb doesn’t try. He 
staunchly, unapologetically, proudly advocates for the 
immigrants that make horse racing possible.  
 “There’s a lot of tension these days about 
immigration,” he said, “and obviously these are the people 
we need, not the people that should be a target.”
 Dubb and the BCCA are currently exploring how to 
offer Anna House’s services at Saratoga. Though the meet is 
short, backstretch employees here often work the “shoulder 

season,” the months before and after racing when the 
Oklahoma training facility is open. Often, mothers will 
remain home on Long Island while fathers come here to 
work, and while visits are often arranged by Backstretch 
Employees Service Team, the situation is hardly ideal. A 
second facility upstate would allow the BCCA to serve 
even more families, to touch the lives of even more 
children.
 “It’s probably lost on most people how important a 
good foundation is,” he said. “The best thing we do is give 
kids a ton of confidence. We give them education. It’s a 
great foundation on which to build a life.” 
 “It’s really important,” he continued, “to get every child 
that we possibly can into the program, to help them get 
the right care, to work with the parents and get them 
comfortable. We’re not only letting the children succeed; 
we’re letting the parents succeed because they’re seeing 

their 
chil-
dren excel.” 
    As Dubb is known to say, it’s easy to talk about Anna House 
because there’s no bad news about it. It’s all good. Racing 
communities have embraced it, racing organizations have sup-
ported it, and racing luminaries contribute their time and their 
money to see it thrive. As Dubb puts it, simply, “It works.”  u
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Roy & Gretchen Jackson
for their many years of kindness and generosity

in support of our programs
at

Anna House!



by

Teresa Genaro

     Gretchen Jackson is a busy woman. Three 
weeks into the summer racing season at Saratoga, she’s 
in town for an extended visit from her Pennsylvania 
home. She and her husband Roy were active at the 
yearling sales, and after spending a day visiting an old 
friend, she had a morning meeting at the National 
Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame, of which is a 
trustee and honorary chair of its board.
 She’s not, however, too busy to talk about Anna 
House. 
     Not long ago, she was also a board member of the 
Belmont Child Care Association. Though she couldn’t 
often attend meetings in person at Belmont Park, 
her voice was there on the speakerphone, clear and 
decisive. 
     She doesn’t get to Anna House that often these days, 
but she is still very much a part of the BCCA.
    “It brings two of my favorite worlds together,” she 
said, sitting on a bench in the Racing Museum after 
her meeting. “Children and horses.”
    She was introduced to the BCCA through the late 
Hall of Fame trainer P.G. Johnson and became an early 
supporter. In 2006, through tragic circumstances, she, 
along with other well-known racing individuals raised 
the profile of the organization, making something 
good out of something heartbreakingly sad.

 It was in 2006 that Gretchen and her husband Roy, racing in the name of Lael Stable, won the Kentucky Derby 
with Barbaro. Two weeks later, he shattered a leg running in the Preakness, and the attention of the racing world 
was fixed on Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, not far from the Jacksons’ home and the site of the hospital in which 
Barbaro was treated.
 Concern about Barbaro’s injury crossed into the mainstream, and as a result, people like the Jacksons who had 
spent their lives in relative privacy became public figures. So did the jockey who had ridden Barbaro, Edgar Prado. 
 Prado was already a supporter of Anna House, and when a group of fans in June 2007 decided to raise money 
in honor of Prado’s birthday, he asked that the donations to the Belmont Child Care Association. On at least one 
occasion, Prado and Gretchen 
Jackson visited Anna House 
together.
 Walk into Anna House, and 
you’ll almost immediately see 
visible reminders of the Jacksons’ 
generosity. The infant room, 
where the littlest Anna House 
attendees spend their time, is full 
of cribs and toys; many day care 
centers don’t take children that 
young, but they are welcome at 
Anna House, and the room is 
named after the Jacksons’ stable 
in recognition of their financial 
support. A painting of Barbaro 
adorns one of the doors. 

Gretchen Jackson
Anna House brings together two of my favorite things: Children and Horses
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 In 2006, Gretchen and Roy created the Lael 
Scholarship Fund so that backstretch families in need 
wouldn’t have to worry if they didn’t have enough 
money to pay tuition. They contribute annually to 
the fund, whose value topped $1 million a number of 
years ago.  
 The Jacksons’ horses are now based at Fair Hill, 
in Maryland, so they travel to New York, and thus 
to Anna House, less frequently than in the past. 
Gretchen recalled fondly Donna Chenkin, the former 
executive director of the BCCA, and her husband 
Stuart, who passed away several years ago. 
She smiled as she talked about Elsa Lorieul, the 
daughter of Christophe Lorieul, assistant trainer to 
Christophe Clément, and his wife Lena, who works 
for Shug McGaughey. Now a teenager, Elsa attended 
Anna House from the time she was an infant to when 
she graduated and went to kindergarten.
 “She kept us in touch with Anna House,” said 
Gretchen. “We continued and stayed involved 
because it fed our feeling for the strength of the 
school.”  
 “Children used to sleep in the feed room and in 
cars,” she continued, all these years later still visibly 
affected at the thought. “Anna House provides such a service to workers on the backside. They’re so well prepared 
by BCCA to enter the school system, and that’s the real plus.” u
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Backstretch Workers  
“The Heart and Soul of What We Do” 

NYTHA, P.O. Box 170070, Jamaica, NY 11417 

Last year, the New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Association distributed $1.705 million in benevolence.  

The programs supported by NYTHA for our invaluable backstretch workers and the horses they 
care for include health care clinics, counselling services, eyeglass and dental coverage, English 

as a Second Language classes, the Groom Development Program, scholarships and college 
financial aid consultation, recreation and Thoroughbred welfare and retirement.  

To watch our video, go to www.nytha.com  



by

David Grening
 In the fall of 2016, trainer Mark Casse thought he had 
two Breeders’ Cup contenders for Charlotte Weber’s Live Oak 
Plantation in Golden Hawk and Victory to Victory.
 Two weeks before the event was to be run at Santa Anita, 
Golden Hawk suffered a serious leg injury. Casse called Weber to 
reveal the bad news.
 “Her response was ‘Well, tell everybody at the barn I’m sorry,” 
Casse recalled. “She understands those injuries are so hard on 
everybody.”
 Then, after Victory to Victory had been flown to California and 
entered to run in the Juvenile Fillies Turf, the filly was found to 
have injured a splint bone and had to scratch.
 “In two weeks we went from having two Breeders’ Cup horses 
to none,” Casse said. “You know what she said? ‘We’ll get ‘em next 
year.’ And we did.”
 In 2017, World Approval won the Breeders’ Cup Mile at Del 
Mar to complete a trio of Grade 1 stakes wins that cemented an 
Eclipse Award for him as champion male turf horse, joining his brother Miesque’s Approval, who won the same 
race and won the same Eclipse Award in 2006. Not a bad way to end Weber’s 49th year in racing.
 During her five decades in racing, Weber’s Live Oak Plantation has won such major New York races such as the 
Whitney, Woodward, Diana, Just a Game, Man o’ War and Mother Goose.
 While Weber has had a bevy of wonderful moments on the track, it may be her work behind the scenes — 
work that often gets little fanfare _ that may be her legacy in the game.
 Weber has been a significant contributor to the Belmont Child Care Association, a learning center for the 
children of backstretch workers located on the backstretch of Belmont Park. The children attend school at Anna 
House, the hallmark of the BCCA, a full-scale childcare and early childhood learning facility while their parents 
work with the horses during training hours.

    Recently, through Weber’s 
connection with the New York 
Women’s Foundation, BCCA receives 
two grants that help fund programs 
designed to further educate the 
working mothers on the backstretch, 
not just their children.
    One grant provides funding for a 
literacy program that helps improve 
the English-speaking skills of the 
mothers at the beginner-level, and 
ESL classes are provided as they 
advance to the next level.
A second grant from the New York 
Women’s Foundation helped the 
BCCA launch “ABC’s of Life,” a 

Charlotte Weber: A Woman Who Cares 
for the People Who Care for the Horses
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program in collaboration with Backstretch Employee Service Team (B.E.S.T.) and Race Track Chaplaincy – New 
York. It’s an all 11-week program focusing on giving women the tools and knowledge they need to lead healthier 
lives for themselves and their children. This deals with various topics including nutrition, health, worker’s rights, 
bullying and parenting skills.
 “Our mothers are provided with a wonderful opportunity to enhance their lives as a result of this grant fund-
ing,” said Joanne K. Adams, the Executive Director of the BCCA. “We’ve seen significant changes in our mothers; 
as they exude greater confidence as they improve their English-speaking skills.  They have established closer bonds 
with their children as they take the time to read with them in English. It’s been life-changing for them.”
 Weber, who was a founding member of the New York Women’s Foundation, made a contribution to get things 
rolling because she felt the organization was a fit dealing with women’s and children’s issues.
“I think a lot of those people really need help and I think it’s more than handing them money,” said Weber, whose 
grandfather, John Dorrance, founded the Campbell Soup company. “I think they culturally need help. They’re 
becoming literate not only in our language, they’re becoming literate in their own language. Also, the Women’s 
Foundation supports and does a lot for finding people help with legal immigration and all those issues that they 
face.”
 Weber said she was partly inspired by her own family. She has four children and 10 grandchildren.
 “I raised my children in New York City,” Weber said. “You see the hardships that people have and not 
everybody has a silver spoon in their mouth. That certainly has inspired me to help.”
 “Everything she does, she does with no fanfare, no fuss, very quiet, very humbly and it’s much appreciated, said 
Michael Dubb, chairman of the BCCA board.
 In 2013, Weber was honored by the BCCA for her contributions to the facility. There is a classroom named in 
her honor.
 In 2005, Weber was honored with the Penny Cheney Most Distinguished Woman in Racing Award.
Weber knows that the success of her horses doesn’t happy without the hard work and dedication put in by those 
who handle them. Weber, according to her Maryland-based trainer Michael Trombetta, sponsors a party at 
Trombetta’s barn at the Fair Hill training center in Northeast, Maryland. 
 “She’s one of those people that cares tremendously about the people that take care of her horses,” Trombetta 
said. u
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by

Brenda Santana

 I came to be part of the Women’s Literacy Program at the Belmont Child Care Association through the Center 
for Workforce Development at Nassau Community College. NCC sends me on assignments to different companies 
and organizations all over Nassau County to teach English as a Second Language and Workplace Spanish. My ESL 
classes have been comprised of men and women who come from all over the world and I have heard many stories 
about how and why my students chose to uproot their lives, leaving their homes and families behind, to come to 
the United States. No matter where they have come from or what their past lives were, they all share a common 
goal: to obtain a better quality of life here in the United States. Much easier said than done, of course. Facing 
many challenges, the first crucial course of action they must take in order to achieve this goal is to learn English. 
 The students I currently teach at Anna House are no different. Not only do they desire to learn English, they 
crave to be active members of their community and participate in American culture and all it encompasses. Hail-
ing from different Latin American countries, this class is exclusively Hispanic. And women. But being a working 
mother is not easy in this community. They are expected to be a traditional mother in the Latin culture sense—
cooking, cleaning, care taking—and they are also obligated to hold a job. Yet, somehow they delicately manage to 
do it all. 
 I have a special affection for these women because they are my mother. At the age of 18 my mother migrated 
to New York City from Puerto Rico with little to no English skills. Like these women, she worked and learned as 
much English as she could. Some of it she learned through her children. Mami would speak to us in Spanish and 
we would respond in English. She learned to speak to teachers and medical professionals. She learned to speak 
to neighbors and store merchants. Today, my mother speaks, reads and writes fluently in English. But unlike 
my mother, who was afforded the “luxury” of staying home to care for her family while my father worked, these 
women cannot. I had the honor of interviewing three of these women. 
 Genesis is from Venezuela. For that reason alone we know why she is here. Upon seeing her, she looks like 
she could still be in high school. When 
I asked why she decided to come to 
the United States her answer was very 
serious and matter of fact: “My future is 
dangerous” she said in English. She was 
a lawyer who worked for the government 
and a continual rash of protests put her 
life and the life of her husband and young 
daughter in danger.
 Sonia, from El Salvador, is married 
with two children—a son and a daughter. 
Before moving to the United States, 
she was an elementary school teacher. 
Her husband left her and their young 
son behind to come to the United 
States hoping to improve their financial 
situation as work was hard to come by 
and the pay was miniscule. After years 
of her husband traveling back and forth, 
putting a strain on their small family, they 
decided she would permanently join him 
in the United States.

One Step Closer to the American Dream:
The Women of the Backstretch Become Their Own Advocates
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    Maria Jose studied accounting in her native Chile 
and was ready to pursue her career. That is, until her 
father decided he and his three daughters deserved a 
better life. In Chile, her father galloped, groomed and 
walked horses. In 1996, he emigrated to New York 
where he began working at Belmont. He discovered he 
could earn in a week what he used to earn in a month 
in Chile, with the work regulated and a lot less back 
breaking. By 2009, all his daughters were with him in 
New York.
    The literacy classes at BCCA began with a reading 
class. The ladies would gather once a week to read 
children’s beginner reading books. Subsequently, a 
grammar class was added which is when I joined the 
team. When I asked what their expectations were 
when starting this class, their responses were pretty 
straightforward—to be able to communicate and 
express themselves better in English, whether it was 
to help their children with schoolwork, to be able to 
express their medical needs to a doctor, or something 
as simple as having a friendly conversation. They 
were embarrassed to speak for fear of being ridiculed 
and judged. They would feel anxiety over the simple 

question What? posed to them when someone did not understand what they were saying. They would scramble to 
find the right words but were rarely successful. Attending the literacy classes at BCCA for the past 10 months has 
given them the ability and, more important, the self-confidence to strengthen their English language skills and be 
more proactive in their own lives. 
 For Genesis, her reading and verbal communication skills have strengthened. She is more comfortable reading 
important documents and was even able to register her daughter for pre-school without an interpreter. Sonia 
would hide from her neighbor whenever she saw him, afraid to make mistakes in her conversation with him. Now, 
she stops to say hello and converses with him regularly. And, Maria Jose is more confident in her ability to help 
her two young sons with their schoolwork. Across the board, these ladies no longer feel the need for an interpreter. 
They recognize they may still struggle, but feel 
much more capable and productive than ever 
before.
 When I first met all of the ladies in this class 
their English was severely limited. Although 
some of them had been living and working here 
for many years, they were unable to engage in a 
simple greeting exchange of Hello. How are you? 
without stumbling over their own words or feeling 
embarrassed and self-conscious. Over the past 10 
months I have instilled in them that they must 
jump in, head first, and immerse themselves in 
English in every aspect of their lives including 
taking advantage of literacy programs like the one 
offered at BCCA. More so, it is important to leave 
the embarrassment and shyness behind, not fear 
or care that others will judge them, and persevere 
in order to keep moving forward and achieve their 
goals. They have improved tremendously and I 
am extremely proud of the work and dedication 
they have committed to learning English. They are 
extremely grateful to Anna House and the BCCA 
for helping them get one step closer to their 
AMERICAN DREAM. u

21



Libby and Michael Imperio

thank BCCA for their ongoing support
of Anna House.

Libby and Michael Imperio

Congratulate

Paul Saylor
On his

Well deserved honor

Thank you for your on-going support of Anna House!



Whether it was during his Eclipse Award‐winning juvenile campaign, or his Triple Crown and
Grand Slam year, those who raced against American Pharoah found him pretty much unbeatable.

His first crop have earned rave reviews from many of the world’s best judges. 
Last year a weanling filly sold for $1,000,000 while in January a short 
yearling colt realised the same figure.

Don’t miss his first yearlings at all the major sales!

Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor or Adrian Wallace. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756.
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 Five years later, Dr. Katy Dern DVM still chuckles 
about how her career-sharpening moment was, well, 
serendipitous. In retrospect, it sounds pretty straightforward: 
Dern’s search in 2013 for a second internship in equine surgery 
before starting her residency delivered her to the renowned 
Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital in Lexington, Ky. There was 
no grand design. It just worked out that way. She considers 
herself lucky.
 The timing could not have been better for Dern, and 
she accepted the opportunity at the top-level practice. 
However, the outgoing, enthusiastic woman who laughs 
easily acknowledges that she fretted about this next step and 
wondered whether it was a good match.     
 “I was like, ‘I’m a Montana kid. Would I fit in in Central 
Kentucky? That’s far too fancy for me,’” Dern, 32, said, 
laughing at her words as she explained her concerns. It turned 
out that she immediately clicked with what she found at 
Rood & Riddle, which hired her last year as its surgeon for 
its satellite hospital in Saratoga Springs. Dern’s doubts melted 
during a flurry of 15 surgeries with Dr. Larry Bramlage, one of 
the most-respected equine surgeons in the world.
 “That was my first day of employment with Rood & Riddle,” Dern said. “I had never stepped foot on the 
campus before then and I have been obsessed with the practice since, in every capacity.
 “I had never seen equine medicine and surgery practiced at that level, and at that pace as well.  So the 
service that they provide, or I provide now, is one thing, but also for me it’s the tone of the practice. The 
client service, the patient care and then the tone of the practice in general. That tone of the practice comes 
from Central Kentucky, that everyone should be happy at their workplace.”
 Following her year at Rood & Riddle in Lexington, Dern spent three years as a resident at Ohio State, 
where the program included a master’s degree. By the time she left Lexington for Columbus, Ohio, the 

principals at the practice knew 
that they wanted her to return 
as a member of the staff. They 
appreciated her ability and that she 
embraced the culture – or tone - of 
the practice. 
   “During the internship we knew 
that after she finished her additional 
training and residency at Ohio State 
that she would be the one,” Dr. Scott 
Pierce, Shareholder and Managing 
Partner for Rood & Riddle in 
Saratoga said. “She was probably on 
our short list of future surgeons just 

by

Mike Kane

All Roads Led Her Here:
A Day in the Life of an Equine Surgeon who is at the Top of her Field
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based off her year at the main campus. Obviously, we were pleased with her professional skills. I think she’s 
very advanced for coming out of a residency. Her attitude is awesome. She fits the bill. She fits our mold of 
what you would expect to come in and find at a Rood and Riddle hospital.”
 Dern was hired after graduating from Ohio State in 2017 – she is Rood & Riddle’s first practicing female 
surgeon - and spent most of the summer in Lexington. “They had not seen me in a couple of years,” she said. 
“and they wanted to make sure I was going to be able to do things at the level they wanted me to do.” Dern 
picked up some experience in Saratoga Springs during the racing season and was assigned full-time to the 
facility on Henning Road in November. Her versatility has been very useful.
 “I don’t get to cherry pick my cases here. I’m the hospital clinician,” she said. “I’m a surgeon here, but I 
also do all the internal medicine cases. I do anything that rolls in the door.” That range covers the spectrum: 
from colic cases, fractures, ligaments to laminitis issues.
 “I do like medicine cases a lot and that is not super common in a surgeon,” she said. “Usually, surgeons 
like to just do surgery and just do that, but up here it’s not enough to support an internist year-round, so you 
need to have a surgeon who can also really manage medicine cases. That was a large part of my residency. I 
was encouraged into that by some of my mentors just to sort of keep my eye on that.”
 And early on in vet school she took the advice of her instructor – who also is left-handed – that she ought 
to learn how to perform surgery as a righty. While there is surgical gear for left-handers, she said he told her, 
“you don’t want to be that person who needs a separate pack.” So Dern switched. “Like a lot of left-handed 
handed people, I’m not ambidextrous, but it’s not a problem using my right hand,” she said. “So I learned to 
do everything right-handed, but I drill left-handed.”   
 Born in Colorado and raised in Montana and Washington around horses, Dern said she realized early 
on her life’s ambition. She embarked on what would be 13 years of training and studies as an undergrad at 
Washington State University.
 “I always wanted to be a veterinarian. I knew that I did,” she said. “Always had an affinity for animals. 
Went to vet school at Colorado State and in about the second year of vet school I really got interested in 
surgery. When I went to vet school I knew that I wanted to be an equine veterinarian, like definitely horses, 
or at least large animals.
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 “Just the challenge and the technicality of surgery really appealed to me, and the opportunity to work with 
horses every day, to work with horse owners. I didn’t know this in vet school, but as I have worked in the 
profession longer, working with athletes and getting them performing for people really appeals to me.”
Rood & Riddle is deeply connected with Thoroughbred breeding and racing and Dern’s first professional 
assignment has put her within a mile of the historic Saratoga Race Course and its world-famous summer 
meet with its thousands of equine athletes. Much like she did when the internship came along, Dern 
wondered whether she and her husband, Eric Gobel, would like living and working in upstate New York, far 
from their roots on the other side of the continent.
 “I had never really been to the Northeast,” she said. “I was nervous about that especially just because I’m 
from out west. I had worked in the Thoroughbred industry, but never in the Northeast and didn’t know what 
to expect. 
 “I’ve kind of been blown away, by how beautiful it is. My husband moved up here a little later after I came 
in November. I had been up here some last summer so during the winter I kept telling him that once spring 
comes around you’re really going to love it. And he has.
 “It’s really nice and the people are really friendly. Both of us were a little concerned about that – he’s from 
Seattle – so what are these people like? Are we going to fit in? Everybody is super nice.”
 The couple lives near the Rood & Riddle hospital in Saratoga Springs because she is on call 24/7 and he 
commutes to his job in Troy. She describes herself as being outdoorsy, but said she rarely has time to explore 
the rural area and massive Adirondack Park just to the north and west of Saratoga Springs. Her days start 
early and many end after dark, especially during the racing season. She makes it clear that she relies on her 
year-round staff.
 “One of the big things I learned at Rood & Riddle is that clinicians are your co-workers,” she said. 
“I depend on them to be my eyes and ears for little detail stuff. It really is a team atmosphere. When we 
round, it’s not like it’s just the doctors who are 
talking about the case. I really value the techs’ 
interpretation, especially some of these critical 
cases. How do we think this case is doing?”
 That collaborative approach is the rule in 
the practice, Dr. Pierce said, and Dern is well 
connected to the main campus in Lexington. 
“There is communication there,” he said. 
“There is sharing of information. There is 
sharing of data. There is sharing of radiographs. 
There is sharing of opinions. It’s not like she is 
here on her own. She does have backup. It’s a 
corporate practice with a lot of top-notch men 
and women.”
 It is an ideal environment for Dern, who 
laughs and agrees that she is living the dream 
– “Heck yeah. Why wouldn’t you want to 
do this? Yup.” – of having a key role at the 
Saratoga location and working in concert with 
standouts in the field of veterinary medicine 
on challenging cases. She smiles and laughs 
and trots out the words “luck” and “lucky” and 
“happy” again. 
 “I just progressed through the steps and 
tried to do a good job everywhere I worked,” 
she said. “I think the big thing for me was the 
internship at Rood & Riddle and getting an 
example of the type of surgeon, person and 
veterinarian I’d like to be, the level of medicine 
I’d like to practice.” u 26



 Within a few 
years after Bill 
Rood and Tom 
Riddle joined 
forces in 1982, 
they had opened 
the original 
Rood & Riddle 
Equine Hospital 
in Lexington, Ky. 
and settled on an 
ambitious goal: 
develop “the 
Mayo Clinic for 
horses.”
 Three and a 
half decades later, 
the practice has 
grown to include over 60 veterinarians, with locations in Lexington, Saratoga Springs, New York and 
Wellington, Florida. The Rood & Riddle team of practitioners include specialists in surgery, internal 
medicine, theriogenology, ophthalmology, anesthesiology, podiatry, as well as ambulatory practitioners 
who manage reproduction, foal care, the developing athlete, sales, pleasure horses and sport horses.
 The partnership which led to the formation of Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital began 36 years ago, 
when Tom Riddle left his resident veterinarian position at Leslie Comb’s world-renowned Spendthrift 
Farm to join Bill Rood’s thriving, single-man equine ambulatory practice in Lexington. Dr. Rood, a 
University of California at Davis veterinary graduate moved to Lexington in 1972 to practice veterinary 
medicine, and subsequently also graduated from the University of Kentucky College of Law in 1975. 
Dr. Riddle graduated from the University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine in 1978 and moved 
to Kentucky to do an internship at Spendthrift Farm; he continued working there as one of the resident 
veterinarians until joining Dr. Rood in January, 1982. 
 Bill Rood and Tom Riddle’s initial practice was focused on ambulatory care of Thoroughbred breed-
ing farms in Central Kentucky, but it quickly became apparent to them that they wanted to establish a 
referral facility for their patients that required hospitalization. They purchased land and broke ground in 
Lexington in 1985 and opened the doors of the original Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital in February, 
1986. By April of ‘86 the number of veterinarians in the practice had grown to six, including a boarded 
surgeon, a medicine veterinarian, and two more ambulatory practitioners.
 The Lexington facility includes the main campus of twenty-four acres which houses five surgery suites, 
nine recovery stalls, three standing surgery and treatment rooms, radiology, an intensive care unit, an 
isolation unit, a full-service laboratory, a stem cell laboratory, advanced diagnostic facilities, reproduction 
and podiatry centers. The newest building on the property accommodates Rood & Riddle Veterinary 
Pharmacy that serves both Rood & Riddle veterinarians and veterinarians worldwide, as well as a confer-
ence center that can accommodate meetings of up to 100 people. The most recent land acquisition in 
Lexington took place in 2016 when Rood & Riddle purchased and renovated a nearby 208-acre farm to 
support advanced reproduction procedures including boarding mares used as donors and recipients for 
embryo transfer and to stand stallions used in commercial artificial insemination programs.

Rood & Riddle: A Worldwide Leader in Equine Healthcare
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 Rood & Riddle’s vision of excellence with the Mayo Clinic as an inspiration has guided their plans 
since their inception, both in their facilities and technology, and in the selection of their veterinary and 
lay staff. The veterinarians and staff of Rood and Riddle are dedicated to providing excellent care for 
all breeds and types of horses, from the Derby winning racehorse to the backyard pony. Last year, the 
practice was pleased to provide care for over 118 different breeds of horses and ponies, ranging from the 
magnificent Clydesdale to the stylish Hackney pony. 
 In early 2013, the shareholders of Rood & Riddle voted to expand their services to other states by 
purchasing clinical facilities in areas where their clients were already breeding and competing. When 
asked about the decision to move into other states after over 30 years in Kentucky, Dr. Rood said, “We 
believe that this is the time to expand. With the number of farms opening operations in New York, the 
strong numbers at the Saratoga sales, and the number of our clients breeding and racing in New York, 
the shareholders of Rood & Riddle feel that this is the time and the location to expand the veterinary 
services for which we are proud to be known in Kentucky.”
 Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital in Saratoga – appropriately located about one mile from the Saratoga 
Race Course - was the first satellite location to open in late 2013. The veterinary practitioners based in 
Saratoga are available for ambulatory appointments, and the hospital offers on-call services, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week in emergency surgical support, internal medicine, diagnostic imaging, podiatry, and 
much more. The state-of-the-art facility recently underwent expansion-renovation to now include two 
surgical suites, three anesthesia induction and recovery stalls, nuclear scintigraphy, a radiology suite, a 
laboratory and an ambulatory garage. The hospital also boasts a four-stall temperature controlled nuclear 
scintigraphy building as well. The expansion has allowed the facility to increase medical staff and add to 
the already diverse set of services offered. 
 The next step in the expansion of Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital took place in 2015 with the 
purchase of a facility in Wellington, Florida. Wellington is a focal point for sport horse activities in the 
United States and in addition, is conveniently located near major Thoroughbred and Standardbred 
training centers and racetracks. The addition of the Wellington property allows Rood & Riddle to better 
serve their many clients who compete in Florida every year, both with sport horses and in racing.
 Rood & Riddle plans to continue their national growth in areas with horse populations that need 
the outstanding veterinary care for which the practice is known. While the practice will always strongly 
support its roots in Thoroughbred breeding and racing, it will also concentrate on the sport horse 
industry which has seen tremendous growth in the past decade. The shareholders of Rood & Riddle 
feel that the future of the horse industry and the equine veterinary profession is very exciting, and are 
enthusiastic about continuing to provide exceptional patient care as well as educating young practitioners 
so they may continue Rood & Riddle’s legacy of being a worldwide leader in equine healthcare. u
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Barbara Banke and Stonestreet Stables LLC
For their continued support and generosity.



by

Dave Litfin

 As a high-profile attorney, one of the wine industry’s top executives 
and innovators, and the guiding force behind Stonestreet Farms, 
Barbara R Banke has been dubbed by Fortune magazine as one of the World’s 
Most Powerful Women.
 A graduate of UCLA and Hastings Law School, Banke initially focused 
on real estate law, arguing land-use and eminent-domain cases before 
the United States Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal. She eventually 
developed a professional and personal relationship with Jess Stonestreet 
Jackson, who was also practicing law, but had begun taking an interest in the 
wine-making field. They married in 1984, and raised three children together, 
all of whom work in the family business. 
 In 2005, the couple purchased a 469-acre parcel in Lexington, Kentucky 

formerly known as Buckram Oak Farm, and renamed it Stonestreet Farm. Together, they campaigned 
Curlin, the Horse of the Year in 2007 and 2008, and Rachel Alexandra, who became the first filly to win 
the Preakness in 85 years, and was Horse of the Year in 2009.
 Jackson passed away in 2011 after a battle with cancer, knowing that Rachel Alexandra was in foal 
The colt by Curlin was eventually named Jess’s Dream, and won his career debut in dramatic last-to-first 
fashion at Saratoga in 2015.
 Since Jackson’s passing, Banke’s mix of pragmatism and passion has led both Jackson Family Wines 
and Stonestreet Farms to new heights. 
 Jackson Family Wines is now the nation’s largest seller of premium wins, and in addition to its 
Kendall-Jackson flagship brand, also includes such well-known labels such as La Crema and Cambria, as 
well as nearly two dozen smaller wineries 
located across Sonoma, Napa, Monterey, 
Santa Barbara and Mendocino counties. In 
2013, they purchased property in Oregon’s 
Willamette Valley, and in 2014 branched 
out further to the Western Cape of South 
Africa.
 Meanwhile, Banke has greatly increased 
the size and scope of Stonestreet’s 
Lexington base (their broodmare band is 
well over 100), and added the 220-acre 
Stonestreet Training and Rehabilitation 
Center in Summerfield, Florida as well.
 Good Magic, the Eclipse Award winner 
as champion 2-year-old in 2017, is 
expected to be among the favorites for the 
Travers, following a dominating victory 
in the Haskell Invitational at Monmouth 
Park.

Barbara R Banke
One of the World’s Most Powerful Women 

Who Loves to Give Back
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    “We have had a lot of success, and 
others have had great success with our 
horses as well,” said Banke.
    As a well-known philanthropist and 
a passionate advocate for education, 
Banke founded the Sonoma Paradiso 
Foundation, and helped build the 
Sonoma Country Day School in Santa 
Rosa, and she serves as a founding 
member for Sonoma Academy, 
an independent college-prep high 
school recognized for academic rigor. 
In addition, Banke and her family 
contributed $500,000 to help launch 
the Family Justice Center Sonoma 

County, providing help for victimes of domestic violence, and she is a global ambassador for the Susan 
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.
 Banke is a major contributer and sponsor of the Belmont Child Care Association, and fondly recalled 
visiting Anna House two years ago.
 “That was very nice, it’s a happy place,” she remembered. “The kids gave me a signed picture, and we 
have it on prominent display back at the farm.”
 “We feel it’s very important to give back at Stonestreet,” Banke continued. “The BCCA is a really great 
cause that does such good work. We measured our donations by our graded stakes earnings, which is a 
good way to do it because it enhances our karma at the track. The backstretch workers are the core of 
the industry, and it’s important they be well treated and taken care of. Without them, there wouldn’t be 
much of an industry, so I think it’s our duty to help out where we can, and certainly Anna House is a 
great organization that provides an easy way to do that.” u
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BCCA thanks them for their kindness and generosity.

 
 

The wines 
 

served this evening 
 

were donated by  
 

Jackson Family Wines  

 
 
 

We thank them for their 
generosity. 

 BCCA thanks them for their kindness & generosity.

.

The wines served this evening were donated by
Jackson Family Wines.
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Dior Champagne Reception

Cartier Event

Social
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Photo by Bekka Palmer and Mike Edmonds.

Brooklyn DerbySocial
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Spring Fling  

Save the Date 5/30/19

Social
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Justify Jockey, Mike Smith, and Trainer, Bob Baffert 
Made A Surprise Visit to Anna House 





by

Maylan L. Studart

Life Lessons from the Saddle

    The first time I visited the Anna House in May 2009, I wore the silks of Michael Dubb Stables — Michael 
Dubb is one of the founders of the Anna House. Photographs from that day, showing me holding the children 
in my arms and laughing, help me to remember my visit. I still have lapses in memory from the years when I was 
riding. I was a NYRA jockey for six years and learned how to “adult” in the best school around – the racetrack – 
where I lived my dream of being paid to ride horses. But after several falls, causing concussions and a severe neck 
injury, I was forced into early retirement.
 In February 2013, when my horse bolted from the quarter pole out the Belmont Park training track gap, I was 
glad that I fell on the turn before the horse raced full speed downhill. I could have possibly broken every bone in 
my body if I were on that horse’s back as he ran down the frozen horse path. I didn’t know I had experienced a 
serious concussion and only later that day when I rode a race and almost threw up, I knew I needed a doctor. In 
the emergency room, they gave me Tylenol and sent me home. Thanks to NYRA’s workman’s compensation, I was 
able to see my doctor after spending sleepless nights in pain and nausea and found out I had a severe concussion 
and three bulging discs in my neck.
 My love for racing ran too deep, and I returned to ride six months later. That following winter, a horse broke 
down with me again on the Belmont training track. I thought as I sat on dirt, “great.” After that, I finally noticed 
that I didn’t remember important things like where my car was, or what I had done or said three days earlier. 
When I couldn’t remember which horse I was riding for which trainer, I knew something was seriously wrong. 
I would later learn I was living with classic concussion symptoms — memory loss, slurred speech, photophobia, 
dizziness, mood swings and depression. 
 When my neurologist told me to stop riding, I was torn. Do I save myself — my mind, my body — or do I 
continue the work that I’ve loved and dedicated my entire life to perfect? My memory lapses, back and neck pain 
were daily problems that I dealt with in silence. But I knew deep down the right thing to do was to stop racing. 
 Two months after my last race on July 13, 2014, I attended my first college class. I reinvented myself as a 
journalist with the same dedication that I’d had to become a jockey. I focused on my writing to stay ahead of my 
memory loss, as writing helped me recall better. I studied hard, vowing to get As and earn scholarships. Great 
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friends guided me through the “world 
outside Gate 6” and I followed their advice. 
It took me three-and-a-half years to get my 
bachelor’s degree. I finished college early with 
five internships and two scholarships. My 
memory improved immensely and so did my 
pain. It felt like a win when I remembered 
where my car was and what I had written and 
that I could back my car up into a parking 
spot because I could turn my neck. 
 The New York Institute of Technology 
acknowledged my efforts and made me 
commencement speaker for the class of 
2018. My speech was about perseverance, 
trusting your friends and paying it forward. 
“I wouldn’t be here today if it weren’t for the 
people who gave me a leg up, some of them 
literally, on the horses!” I said on the stage of 
the Nassau Coliseum. “Let’s honor them by paying forward every kindness given to us.”

 My way of paying it forward was to auction off my graduation cap 
that I had designed with the words “Just Do It” and to donate the proceeds 
to the Belmont Child Care Association.  You see these hotwalkers, grooms 
and exercise riders are close to my heart because without them, my horses 
wouldn’t have run their best. And without Anna House, they wouldn’t have 
been able to dedicate as much time to caring for the horses.
 I was so happy to visit the children of Anna house this past July to 
tell them my story and deliver the check in person. The kids were so full of 
life and emanated hope. “No matter what you choose to do, if you want 
to be a jockey, a teacher, an astronaut, anything, you can do it as long as 
you really want it,” I told the summer class. The only limitations are within 
ourselves, and if we want something bad enough, we can make it happen. 
Thanks to Anna House, they have a safe space to enjoy their time to be 
kids and also to dream. And when they start to think about their futures, I 
hope they remember that no matter what happens in life, they can always 
persevere, and find their inner strength to reach their goals. u
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e5 Racing happily supports the BCCA 
and wishes all of its children, families, employees 

and volunteers a Magical year!



Czech, pictured here with his many creations and Saratoga Signature have generously donated 
his custom jockeys to BCCA’s auctions over the years.

 When Nancy Smith 
started Saratoga 
Signature Interiors 
27 years ago, she 
wanted to find a way to 
attract customers to her 
showroom. What better 
way than to have a row 
of colorful painted lawn 
jockeys lined up in front 
of the building; never 
thinking that anyone 
would be interested 
in buying them. The 
rest is history! Saratoga 
Signature’s custom painted 
lawn jockeys are much 
sought after and displayed 
all over the country. 
Dan Czech, resident 
interior designer, has been 
painting them for 15 
years.  A native to the area 
and graduate of Parson’s 
school of design, Dan puts 
a lot of time and energy 
into each and every jockey 
he paints and his incredible 
attention to detail is unmatched.
 Dan fondly remembers visiting Saratoga as a youngster and recalls that “Seeing the jockeys moving into 
the homes on North Broadway was a sure sign that racing season wasn’t far away! The most often heard 
phrase, by people ordering the statues from as far away as California or Texas, is that they want something 
that “reminds them of Saratoga”. Dan manages to paint between 60-70 of them a year. One would think 
that painting so many would make it easy for boredom to set it, but Dan says he loves painting them. It 
makes him feel like he is contributing to the tradition of Saratoga! u

82 Church Street • Saratoga Springs, New York 12866 • (518) 581-0023

saratogadesign@aol.com

Dan Czech: The Lawn Jockey Master of Saratoga



BCCA

is very grateful to

THE NEW YoRK WoMEN’S FouNDATIoN

for their generous support

of our new

Women’s Literacy Program!

BCCA 
is very grateful to

THE NEW YORK WOMEN’S FOUNDATION
for their generous support

of our
Women’s Literacy Program!



BCCA thanks

Th e Th oroughbred education research foundation

For their support and generosity.
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2017 GrAntee



BCCA thanks

SENATOR ELAINE PHILLIPS

for her incredible support of our programs.
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For her incredible support of our programs. 



 
BCCA is a proud community partner! 

 

Thank you, John Angelos and Andy Serling! 

 

John Angelos, Executive Vice President  
& Chief Operating Officer of the Baltimore Orioles,  
Chief Operating Officer of  
Mid Atlantic Sports Network,  
and Executive Producer of At The Post Live. 

 

Andy Serling, NYRA Horse Racing Analyst, 
Fox Sports 1 Horse Racing Analyst. 
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FRANK & EILEEN BELLAVIA PROUDLY SUPPORT:

Eileen & Frank Bellavia 
Proudly Support



King Sweeney Strategies LLC
Aviation Business Solutions

eks@kingsweeneystrategies.com



300 Great Oaks Boulevard, Suite 325 
Albany, NY 12203

Pisa-biopharm.com

961 Beasley Street, Suite 270
Lexington, KY 40509

KineticVet.com

Proud Supporters of The Belmont Child Care Association

PiSA Biopharm and Kinetic Vet are 
partnering to provide you with innovative 

animal healthcare solutions.

KINETICVET



Introducing FastTrack™ The World’s First Rehabilitative 
Orthotic For Equine Lameness

Please consult your veterinarian and learn more at horsepowertech.com or call +1 (844) 51-HORSE



Barrett Asset Management 
is proud to support
Belmont Child Care Association 

Managing Multi-Generational Wealth 
for Individuals, Families and Institutions 

for Over Eighty Years 

Peter H. Shriver, CFA, Chief Executive Officer
(212) 983-5080

Barrett Ad - Full Page - FINAL 2.qxp_Layout 1  6/15/18  7:21 PM  Page 1





It takes a community to make dreams come true!
I am most grateful to:

My Family
for their inspiration

My BCCA Team
for their dedication

My Friends
for their generosity

and

The BCCA Board
for their commitment to supporting the mission of 
the Belmont Child Care Association, Inc.

Joanne K. Adams
Executive Director



YOU
THANK
On behalf of all of our partners, trainers, jockeys 

and support staff, we would like to say

to the

Monomoy StablesGreat Point Stables Head of Plains Stables Madaket Stables Sheep Pond Stables



BCCA
is proud to partner with

Ronald McDonald House Of long Island.

BCCA

is proud to partner with

Ronald McDonald House of Long Island.



 In recognition of 

2018 Spring Fling Thoroughbred Industry Honoree,

NaNcy Kelly 

for her tireless work on behalf of 

The Grayson-Jockey Club Foundation, 

The Jockey Safety Net Foundation 

and the children and families of BCCA.

 Fondly,

The Theroux Family



Thanks to an arts and cultural grant from Nassau County, the older kids 
of Anna House attend field trips to museums and shows, visit historic 

landmarks, and take art classes throughout the year!





BEST WISHES TO BCCA 
FOR THE 

TRAILBLAZING EXAMPLE YOU SET WITH 
YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM AT ANNA HOUSE. 

YOUR SUCCESS LIGHTS THE WAY FOR 
PROGRAMS SUCH AS THIS AT HORSE TRACKS 

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY!

ELLEN AND HERB MOELIS

DESIGN • BUILD • MAINTAIN
SNOW SERVICES • MASONRY

Licensed & Insured

P.O. Box 832 • Glen Cove, NY 11542



We Come Full Circle... for YOU!
Golf • Weddings • Events • Galas • Corporate • Fundraisers • Brunch • Lunch • Dinner & More!

458 Union Avenue • Saratoga Springs • New York • 12866 • 518-583-4653 • www.saratoganationalevents.com

191 Union Avenue  •  Saratoga Springs, NY  •  518-584-0400  •  www.racingmuseum.org

Exhibits, Events, & the Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame
Celebrating the history of Thoroughbred racing in America and honoring its legends

Experience everything the National Museum of Racing has to offer...

Become a Member and receive free admission, invitations to special events, and a 15% discount in the Gift Shop!

Our Hall of Fame honors the sport’s most accomplished participants; our exhibit galleries detail the history of 
Thoroughbred racing in America with artwork, artifacts and interactive displays; the HorsePlay! Children’s Gallery 
provides a special place for families to enjoy; guided tours of the Museum and Oklahoma Training Track are 
available by reservation; our Saratoga Silks Gift Shop features books, apparel, jewelry, toys & games, and more!



We salute and thank Robert Stolar 
and his Morgan Stanley NYC team 

for their continued commitment and 
support of the children of BCCA.

It is very much appreciated!

JANET and JOE SALERNO

it’s a pleasure to support the great work of Michael Dubb and the Belmont Child Care 
Board for their dedication to fostering the education and growth of the children of 
the Belmont backstretch.

Want all to know, we are moving the restaurant within the Gulfstream village – 
namely to the ground floor next to the Walking Ring. The format will change; but the 
excellent food and hospitality remains. 

look forward to seeing you all at Gulfstream and wish you much success with the 
2018 Saratoga Event!

        - Mary lee



  Proud Supporter of 
Belmont Child Care Association

 www.brookledge.com



RuDy RODRIGuEz RACING STABLE
thanks BCCA 

for all the amazing work they do 
for the backstretch families!

* * *
Congratulations 

to all those
 that support 
the BCCA 

from 
Tracy, Todd, Payton, Kyle and Hannah

and

Pletcher Racing Stables

* * *



BCCA’s Volunteer of the Year
Paul Sapienza

	  
	  

BEHRENDT 
 
 
 
	  

“An investment in knowledge  
pays the best interest.” 

-Benjamin	  Franklin	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

With support, 
admiration and respect 
for all those who have 

made BCCA  
a beacon for learning. 

 
JOHN & THERESA BEHRENDT 

	  



BCCA thanks you for your partnership.

BCCA thanks the 
Town of Hempstead 
for its generous grant 

that helps build 
and sustain 
the garden 

at Anna House.



Serving Long Island Since 1954

Garden City | 116 Seventh Street, Garden City NY | gardencity@coachrealtors.com

516-746-5511

19 Office Locations  • 650+ Sales Professionals 
Awarded Affiliate Brokerage of the Year by Christie’s International Real Estate, 

and a member of these exclusive networks:

Fine Homes. exclusive AFFiliAtions. GlobAl ReAcH.

extRAoRdinARy bRokeRAGe.
stepHAnie HeAly cullum, AssociAte Re bRokeR/mAnAGeR

BCCA Thanks

Walter Kaner Children’s Foundation

For our annual costume parade and Halloween party

 

 

BCCA thanks 

Walter Kaner Children’s Foundation 

For our annual costume parade and Halloween party. 

BCCA thanks 
Walter Kaner Children’s Foundation

for our annual costume parade and Halloween party



DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
TOP-QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1971

• Boarding 

• Sales 

• Breaking 

• Layups 

• Insurance 

(Year-round & Seasonal)

(Clay Ward Agency)



Health Monitor Network proudly supports  
the Belmont Child Care Association

®

www.healthmonitornetwork.com

Facilitating dialogue between patients  
and their healthcare professionals

Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners is proud to support the Belmont Child Care Association

Contact:
Aron Wellman
(310) 968-9559
aron@eclipsetbpartners.com

Jack Sadler
(803) 920-9005
jack@eclipsetbpartners.com

Jacob West
(859) 381-7736
jacob@eclipsetbpartners.com

/eclipsetbp @eclipsetbpeclipsetbpartners.com



For more than 150 years, Saratoga Springs has basked in the glory of being the summer home to so many history-making moments. 
Thoroughbred racing is no exception. Pavilion Grand Hotel and the businesses at Pavilion Square embody the passion and commitment
of 5 star service by delivering an exceptional guest experience. We are proud to support the many owners, trainers and guests that visit

us throughout the year. Visit historic Saratoga Springs and you’ll see why Pavilion Grand is making history.

mention this ad to receive an exclusive offer from pavilion grand hotel!

History...Making Moments.

30 LAKE AVENUE, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK 12866 • (518) 583-2727   WWW.PAVILIONGRANDHOTEL.COM

Nancy Kelly supports BCCA 
and the children of Anna House 



Exposed
ik-spōzd
adj. not shielded  or protected

Is your horse protected to the core?  
Visit CoreEquineDiseases.com to find out.

All trademarks are the property of Zoetis Services LLC or a related company or licensor unless otherwise noted.
© 2018 Zoetis Services LLC. All rights reserved. COR-00030



BCCA Thanks

Angela and Scott Jaggar Foundation

 

 
For Our Inspirational Music Program!

 

 

BCCA thanks 

Angela and Scott Jaggar Foundation 

For our inspirational Music Program 

BCCA thanks
Angela and Scott Jaggar Foundation

for our inspirational music!



KING WANDO

Robert Ribaudo Stable
Fojan Farm - Breeder

A loving horse, loved by many.

King Wando led us to The Belmont Child Care Association and its important mission:

Supporting the children of our families who devote their lives to magical horses.

 

To the staff, volunteers, and contributors, your efforts to create a critical foundation for children connected 
to the horse racing industry is a very special and appreciated gift!   

 
 
 

Congratulations – Wayne, Adriana, Shaynna, Braz, Brendan, and Wesley 
 
 

 
T H E  C H I L D R E N  A N D  H O R S E S  W E L F A R E  

F O U N D A T I O N   
C O N G R A T U L A T E  B C C A  O N  A N O T H E R  

O U T S T A N D I N G  Y E A R !  
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Michael Dubb, Monomoy Stables &  
The Elkstone Group on winning the  
Kentucky Oaks at Churchill Downs  

on May 4, 2018 

Proud sponsors of  the Belmont Child 
Care Association 

Beth & Gerry Romski 

 

is proud to support
Paul Saylor, the BCCA,

and all of the amazing people
involved with Anna House.



Many Thanks to the  
Belmont Child Care Association 

for all you do.

Many Thanks to the Officers, Board and  

Management of Belmont Child Care Association! 

 

Your selfless efforts on behalf of the children 

and families of Anna House  
make a difference in peoples’ lives. 

Thank you! 

Businesses call us for solutions…. 

• Accounting, audit and business services 

• Tax planning and preparation 

• Controller assistance 

• Not-for-profit audits and systems 

• Retirement plan services 

• QuickBooks
®

 

 

 

We help make lives better too! 

(516) 681-1121 

356 South Oyster Bay Road 

Syosset, New York 11791 

www.morriscpas.com  

Many Thanks to the Officers, Board and Management of Belmont child care association! Your selfless efforts 
on behalf of the children and families of Anna House make a difference in people’s lives. Thank you!

are proud to support BCCA!

 BCCA

Thanks
Michele Riggi, President  &  Raul Martinez, Director

for providing FREE weekly dance classes. 

 BCCA

Thanks
Michele Riggi, President  &  Raul Martinez, Director

for providing FREE weekly dance classes. 



www.equestricon.comoctober 29+30, 2018
GET YOUR TICKETS! BREEDERS’ CUP 

FESTIVAL WEEK

For the first time EVER, Horse Racing’s premier convention is headed to Louisville! 

SUNY Empire State College and the 
SUNY Empire State College Foundation 

are proud to support the great work of 
the Belmont Child Care Association.

SUNY Empire State College and the SUNY Empire State College Foundation are proud to support
the great work of the Belmont Child Care Association.



Call us for all phases of your commercial cleaning needs.

(631) 382-9300

Call us 
for all phases of  
your commercial  
cleaning needs.

SF-ADDESIGN_90311_ SF Journal Ad_060617.indd   1 6/6/2017   3:18:22 PM

Providing Print &
Design Solutions
Since 1986

781 Hempstead Turnpike | Franklin Square, NY
516.352.6948

www.adamspressinc.com
www.printingshopfranklinsquare.com

Congratulations
to

Paul Saylor

&

BCCA

 

AssuredPartners Northeast 
is proud to support  

Belmont Child Care Association  
and honors 

Joanne Adams  
for her dedication and hard work!

Roger Eltringham 
Senior Sales Executive 

Insurance & Financial Services 
631.844.5247 

roger.eltringham@assuredpartners.com 



KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!  
 

	  	  	  

	  
	  

Gallagher’s Stud  
Marlene Brody, owner 
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Gallagher’s Stud  
Marlene Brody, owner 

	  	  

Thank 
You

For your
Continued Support

BCCA

So happy to see that the legacy continues, twenty years out!
Much success to the children of Anna House

and the BCCA
on their continued success.

DaVID aND Fay DONK



BCCA Partners

Corporate Partners

American Academy of Hospitality Sciences
Anton Media Group

Astoria Bank
Barrett Asset Management

Beechwood Homes
Bethpage Federal Credit Union

BNB Bank
Bright Horizons

Chief Energy 
Christine Moore Millinery

Elizabeth Arden Red Door Spa
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Fine Affairs
Hats by Carol Bader

Jackson Family Wines
KKG Enterprises

Long Island Nets/Brooklyn Nets
Lord and Taylor

Mazzone Hospitality

McGraw Hill 
Mile Development Corporation

Morgan Stanley Private Wealth Management
Neiman Marcus – Garden City 

New England Federal Credit Union
New York Community Bank Foundation

New York Giants Football
New York Yankees Foundation

North Fork Bank
Pavilion Grand Hotel

Razoo Foundation
Saratoga Living Magazine

Saratoga Spring Water
Securities Consultants, LLC

The Garden City Hotel
Strike Force

Target
TD Charitable Foundation

Vanguard Charitable 

Thoroughbred Industry Partners

Backstretch Employee Service Team
Brook Ledge Horse Transportation

Brushwood Stables
Centennial Farms
Adam Coglianese

Daily Racing Form
Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners

Fasig-Tipton
Grayson-Jockey Club Research Foundation, Inc.

Jockey Club Safety Net Foundation
Jockeys’ Guild, Inc.

Lael Stables
Live Oak Stud

McMahon Thoroughbreds of Saratoga Springs

National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame
New York Race Track Chaplaincy

New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
New York Turf Writers

Olivia’s Herd After School Program
Payson Stud

Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital in Saratoga
Stonestreet Stables LLC

The New York Racing Association, Inc.
Thoroughbred Charities of America

Thoroughbred Education Research Foundation
West Point Thoroughbreds

Zayat Stables



Family Foundation Partners

Community Partners

Brooklyn Derby
Camp A.N.C.H.O.R.

Child Abuse Prevention Services
Champions for Charity / Americana Manhasset

Community Voices
Cradle of Aviation Museum
Floral Park Youth Council

Garden City Chamber of Commerce
Garden City Welcoming Club

Gateway Youth Outreach of Elmont
Girl Scouts of Nassau County

Hance Family Foundation
Jose Limon Dance Foundation

Long Island Cares

Bloomberg Sisters Foundation
The Family of William Entenmann

Hagedorn Foundation
Angela and Scott Jaggar Foundation

Moelis Family Foundation

Moore Family Foundation
Riggio Foundation
Schiff Foundation

William Howard Flowers, Jr. Foundation

Long Island Children’s Museum
Long Island Iced Tea

Long Island Junior League
Nassau County

Nassau County Youth Council
National Charity League, Garden City Chapter

National Museum of Dance
New York State – Community Voices

New York Women’s Foundation
One Island: Long Island Giving Day

Ronald McDonald House of Long Island
Town of Hempstead

Walter Kaner Children’s Foundation





9275 SW 9th St Rd, Ocala, FL 34481
(352) 854-2691 | www.LiveOakStud.com

strength
&        success endurance 
of

years


